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The jurisdiction of the courts is generally limited only by the constitutional or statutory 
provision that is the source of that jurisdiction. 


The jurisdiction of the courts, as vested or conferred by law, whether constitutional or statutory, | 
is limited to that provided by the source of jurisdiction,” and is limited by the source of the grant of 
jurisdiction,” except to the extent state law is preempted by federal law, including the constitutional 
case-or-controversy limitation." In some states, however, state judicial power is constitutionally 


plenary and unencumbered by a case-or-controversy limitation." 


Jurisdictional rules limit the universe of controversies a court may properly consider.° 


Jurisdictional limitations, when not constitutionally mandated, are an exercise of legislative power 


and so must be grounded in statutes or other legislative acts.’ 
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Under state law that does not recognize limitations on the jurisdictional competence of state courts 
to hear cases under jurisdictional statutes, a statute that speaks in jurisdictional terms is read as 


merely setting limits on remedies or elements of claims the courts may grant.® 


Jurisdiction conferred by a state constitutional provision cannot be limited’ or revoked by a state 
statute, !° and jurisdiction derived from constitutional and statutory authority cannot be limited by 


the parties to a controversy. |! 


In the absence of statutory or constitutional provisions, the limits of a court's jurisdiction are 


delineated by the common law. a 
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